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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hepplestone  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Fifth  Annual  Report. 

The  main  features  of  interest  in  the  vital  statistics  are  the 
low  infant  death  rate  and  still-birth  rate,  both  of  which,  as  far 
as  can  be  ascertained,  are  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  district. 

The  general  death  rate  is  about  the  same  as  last  year.  It 
should  be  noted  that  this  rate  cannot  fairly  be  compared  with 
last  year  because  the  population  figure,  which  shows  a  marked 
increase,  is  that  obtained  by  the  census  enumeration,  while  the 
population  figures  of  previous  years  have  been  estimates 
based  on  the  1931  census.  It  is  apparent  from  the  1951  census 
that  they  were  erroneous  and  that  the  1951  census  figure  does 
not  in  fact  show  an  actual  increase  except  when  compared  to 
the  1931  figure. 

Apart  from  whooping  cough  and  measles,  the  incidence 
of  notifiable  disease  is  about  30  per  cent,  below  that  of  1950. 
As  whooping  cough  is  now  preventable  by  vaccination  a  fur¬ 
ther  decrease  is  to  be  expected. 

One  unsatisfactory  feature  I  have  to  report  is  the  con¬ 
tinued  high  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  is 
shown  graphically  in  the  body  of  -the  report  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  will  note  that  the  incidence  is  higher  than  it  was  in 
1940  when  it  reached  the  upper  limit  of  the  war-time  peak. 

The  relationship  between  tuberculosis  and  overcrowding 
is  well  known.  From  my  note  on  the  housing  situation  the 
Committee  will  see  that  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  was  a  relatively  small  fraction  of  the  cases  outstand¬ 
ing.  Furthermore,  the  number  of  new  cases  coming  to  notice 
was  more  than  double  the  number  of  cases  relieved  during  the 
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year.  It  must  therefore  be  obvious  that  to  reduce  the  incid¬ 
ence  of  tuberculosis  a  determined  effort  must  be  made  to 
reduce  overcrowding.  While  the  number  of  houses  built  can¬ 
not  be  greatly  increased  in  the  n^ar  future  1  would  suggest 
that  greater  priority  be  given  to  such  cases  and,  if  necessary, 
the  points  scheme  be  varied. 

Again  I  have  to  thank  the  Committee  and  the  other  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Public  ' 
Health  Department  and  their  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  EVANS. 
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REPORT  of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 


Section  A.—Statistics. 


General  Statistics. 

Area — 22,011  acres. 

Population  (mid  1951) — 19,230. 

Number  of  Inhabited  blouses — 5,586. 

Rateable  Value — £84,547. 

•» 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — £331  9s.  lid. 

Vital  Statistics. 

'M.  F.  Total 

Live  Births— Legitimate  158  156  314  rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  4  9  13  of  the  estimated 

- resident  population 

162  165  327  .  17 


Still  Births— Legitimate  4  1  5  per  1,000  live 

Illegitimate  —  —  —  and  still  births  15 

4  1  5 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  ...  ...  107  87  194  of  resident  pop¬ 
ulation  ...  10.1 


Table  I. — Causes  of  Death  and  Age  Distribution 
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Table  II. — Infant  Mortality. 


Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  —  5. 


1 

Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1 —  2  weeks 

2 —  3  weeks 

3 —  4  weeks 

Total  under  1  month 

1 — 3  months 

1 

3 — 6  months 

6 — 9  months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under  1  year 

Gastro  Enteritis 

- 1—1 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

- 11 

- - 1 

Prernaturity  . 

2 - 2 

- 2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

—  1 - 1 

- .  1 

TOTALS 

2  1  C  1  5 

- 5 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year 

Administrative  County  of 'West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  31.8 
Wakefield  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.3 
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Table  III.- 

-Statistics 

for  the 

District 

1946-51. 

Infant 

Still 

Birth 

Death 

Infant 

Mortality 

Birth 

Population 

Rate 

Rate 

D&aths 

Rate 

Rate 

1946 

17,900 

19.6 

9.6 

14 

40 

19 

1947 

18,110 

24.07 

9.4 

20 

45 

18* 

1948 

18,270 

19.9 

9.3 

11 

30 

26 

1949 

18,540 

18.5 

11.8 

13 

38 

25 

1950 

18,810 

16.4 

9.7 

12 

39 

19 

1951 

19,230 

17.0 

10.1 

5 

15 

15 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  District. 
Laboratory  Service. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  facilities  provided  as  they 
affect  the  Rural  District. 

Ambulance  Service. 

This  continues  to  be  provided  as  before. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

This  is  available  at  the  Snapethorpe  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

General  Hospital  Accommodation. 

% 

In  general,  the  remarks  1  made  under  this  heading  for 
1950  are  equally  applicable  to  1951.  The  only  addition  1  would 
make  would  be  to  stress  the  fact  that  the  need  for  acccom- 
modation  for  the  aged  infirm  is  becoming  more  and  more 
urgent  as  time  passes.'  This  shows  itself  by  the  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  proportion  of  the  Home  Help  establishment  that  has 
to  be  allocated  to  this  group.  Many  of  the  cases  so  assisted 
require  help  that  is  outside  the  functions  of  the  Home  Help 
Service.  They  remain  at  home  until  their  condition  deter¬ 
iorates  sufficiently  for  them  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  if  they 
are  fortunate  or  to  die  at  home  if  they  are  not. 

The  matter  has  ];een  the  subject  of  correspondence  and 
comment  jn  professional  journals  for  a  considerable  time.  It 
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is  also  remarkable  foi:  the  unanimity  of  the  opinions  expressed 
upon  it  by  the  medical  profession.  Even  this  unusual  state  of 
affairs  is  ineffective  in  promoting  any  action. 

After  Care. 

There  was  a  dehnite  increase  in  the  demand  from  hos¬ 
pitals  for  co-operation  in  various  ways  in  the  care  of  dis¬ 
charged  patients.  There  were  21  such  cases  during  the  year 
from  seven  different  hospitals. 

Convalescent  Home  accommodtion  was  arranged  for  live 
cases. 

Domiciliary  Nursing. 

This  is  the  first  year  of  working  with  a  complete  estab¬ 
lishment  covering  the  whole  district.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  table,  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  work  is 
recorded,  the  number  of  cases  increasing  from  439  to  537  and 


the  number  of  visits  from  9,380  to  13,108. 

No.  of 

Name  Area  visits. 

No.  of 
cases 

Nurse  A.  Beaumont  Bretton,  Notton, 

(District  Nurse  Midwife)  Woolley  ...  ...  1,836^ 

100 

Nurse  0.  Gardner 
(District  Nurse  Midwife) 

Middlestown,  Overton, 
Netherton  ...  ...  1,968 

95 

Nurse  F.  E.  Ellis 
(Home  Nurse) 

Crofton,  Wintersett  4,170 

88 

Nurse  M.  E.  Smith 
(Home  Nurse) 

Crigglestone,  Walton, 
Newmillerdam  ...  2,109 

128 

Nurse  A.  Staples 
(Home  Nurse) 

Sharlston,  Warmfield, 
Kirkthorpe  ...  3,025 

126 

13,108 

537 

Maternity  Services. 

(a)  Institutional. 

At  present  the  arrangements  in  force  are  the  same  as 
those  in  operation  during  the  latter  part  of  1950  and  these 
have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 


9 


It  is  understood  that  discussions  have  taken  place  between 
the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Management  Com¬ 
mittees  on  the  question  of  the  reduction  of  nunfijers  of  hos¬ 
pital  maternity  beds.  Whatever  decisions  are  finally  made,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  these  will  not  reduce  the  accommodation 
available  in  this  area.  The  percentage  of  institutional  births 
in  tlie  Rural  District  in  1951  was  43  (144  out  of  332).  When 
one  considers  the  housing  difficulties  of  the  District  and  the 
fact  that  the  percentage  of  institutional  confinements  in  some 
districts  is  over  70,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Rural  District  is 
taking  more  than  its  share  of  the  available  beds. 

(b)  Domiiciliary  Midwifery. 

Staff  Changes. 

Nurse  Short  was  transferred  from  Middlestown  to  Ossett. 
Nurse  Gardner  reverted  to  her  previous  functions  as  District 
Nurse  Midwife  and  she  and  Nurse  Beaumont  working  in  a 
similar  capacity  in  the  Bretton  area  have  provided  an  effi¬ 
cient  service  in  both  spheres. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

This  was  administered  in  104  cases  out  of  188 — a  percent¬ 
age  of  55.  This  compares  with  a  percentage  of  47  last  year. 


(c)  Ante- Natal  Clinics. 


Medical 

No.  of  mothers 

Attendances 

Clinic 

Session 

Officer 

A.N. 

P.N. 

A.N. 

P.N. 

Dr.  Irene 

Crigglestone 

...  Monthly 

Hargreave 

s  42 

7 

122 

8 

Crofton 

...  alt.  wks. 

Do. 

35 

1 

102 

1 

Middlestowfi 

Do. 

Do. 

27 

4 

74 

4 

Sharlston 

...  Do. 

Do. 

52 

7 

143 

8 

156 

19 

441 

21 

Apart  from  Crigglestone,  the  cases  and  attendances  show 
a  decrease  on  last  year, 

(d)  Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  one  maternal  death  during  the  year. 

(e)  Premature  Babies. 

Return  of  Babies  (including  still-births)  of  5^Jlbs.  in 
weight  or  under  at  birth  delivered  in  the  year  1st  January, 
1951,  to  31st  December,  1951,  inclusive. 
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No.  of  Premature  Births 


Weight 
at  birth 
lbs. 


2^ — 3  lbs. 


Born  alive 


2 


Born  dead 
(over  28  wks 
duration  of 
pregnancy) 


No.  dying 
Days  and 
hours  of 
survival 


*1  lived  46  hours 
1  lived  29  hours 


3 —  3-|lbs.  — 

3^ — 41b  s.  — 

4—  4ilbs.  2 

4^ — 5  lbs.  5 

5—  5flbs.  ,  9 


*1  lived  for 
5  days  5  hours 


Total  18  2 


3 


# 


Number 
surviving 
over 
28  days 


2 

4 

9 

15 


*  Born  in  hospital.  The  child  which  survived  5  days  5  hours 

died  as  a  result  of  an  accident. 

\ 

t  Domiciliary. 


(f)  Child  Welfare. 


Clinic 

Session 

Medical 

Officer 

Health 

Visitor 

Attendances 
0—1  1—5 

Crigglestone 

Weekly 

Dr.  G.  R. 
Wightman 

Nurse 

E.  E.  Driver 

1396 

590 

Crofton 

Do. 

Dr.  I.  Har¬ 
greaves 

Nurse 

A.  Dawson 

1110 

777 

Middlestown 

Do. 

Dr.  J.  M. 
Aitken 

Nurse 

J.  M.  Dyson 
to  30.6.51 
Nurse 

A.  Holder 
from  1.7.51 

683 

398 

Sharlston 

Do. 

Dr.  I.  Har¬ 
greaves 

Nurse 

A.  Dawson 

1106 

815 

C 

4295 

2580 

The  attendances 

of  toddlers 

(1-5  years) 

show  a 

slight 

decrease  on  last  year,  but  the  attendances  of  babies  up  to  1 
vear  old  show  a  considerable  increase  (4,295  compared  with 
3,805). 
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Child  Welfare  Clinics  serve  a  number  of  purposes,  e.g., 
provision  of  infant  foods,  immunisation  against  diphtheria' 
and  smallpox,  in  addition  to  their  primary  function  of  educa¬ 
tion.  Increased  attendances  may  sometimes  be  due  to  these 
subsidiary  services  being  added  to  the  clinic’s  functions.  These 
are  bound  to  divert  the  time  and  attention  of  the  clinic  staff 
from  their  primary  function  and  to  this  extent  this  addition 
of  subsidiary  functions  must  be  regarded  as  a  step  of  doubtful 
value  an  spite  of  increased  attendance.  • 

Dr.  Wightman,  of  Crigglestone ;  Dr.  Aitken,  of  Middles- 
town  and  Dr.  Hargreaves,  of  the  County  Council  Medical 
Staff,  continue  as  medical  officers  of  the  clinics.  To  these  and 
to  the  Voluntary  Committees  our  best  thanks  are  due  for  the 
high  standard  of  service  maintained. 

« 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Facilities  For  treatment  are  available  in  all  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  large  towns  Up-to-date  information  in  regard  to 
place  and  time  of  clinic  is  publicised  locally. 


School  Health  Service. 


There  are  14  schools  in  the  district  with  a  school  pop¬ 
ulation  of  2,352. 

The  following  table  shows  the  main  outlines  of  the  work 
of  the  School  Health  Service. 


School 


Nurse 


Crigglestone  County  Primary  (Inf.) 
Crigglestone  County  Primary  (J.M.) 
Crigglestone  C.  of  E . 

Middlestown  C.P.  (Inf.)  . 

Middlestown  J.M . 

Newmillerdam  C.P. 

Woolley  Colliery  . 

Woolley  C.E . 

West  Bretton  . 

Crofton  C.P.  (Inf.)  ...  . 

Crofton  C.P.  (M.) 

Sharlston  C.P.  (Inf.)  . 

Sharlston  C.C.  (M.) 

Sharlston  N.P.  School  . 

Walton  C.P.  (M.  &  I.)  . 

Netherton  C.P.  (J.  M.  &  I.) 

Warmfield  . 

X  le  a  t  h  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


■  Nurse  Vincent 
Nurse  Holder 
I  Nurse  Vincent 

' 

.  Nurse  Taylor 

- 

Nurse  Vincent 
Nurse  Holder 

Nurse  Taylor 
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School  Clinics. 
Attendances  at  Clinics. 


No.  of 

Average  N 

Clinic  Sessions 

Attendances 

per  sessic 

Crofton 

75 

•  •  • 

3801 

51 

Sharlston 

79 

3084 

39 

Walton 

65 

1591 

24 

Crigglestone  ... 

32 

635 

20 

Middlestown  ... 

21 

416 

20 

Netherton 

8 

126 

16 

Medical  Inspections  in  Schools. 

No.  seen 

No.  seen 

School 

Sessions  routine 

non-routine 

Crigglestone  C.P.  (’Mixe( 

i) 

5 

45 

44 

Crigglestone  C.P.  (Infants) 

r' 

a 

41 

30 

Crigglestone  C.E. 

2 

25 

17 

West  Bretton  C.P. 

1 

5 

7 

Newmiilerdam  C.P. 

1 

8 

5 

Woolley  Colliery  C.E. 

2 

25 

21 

Woolley  C.E, 

1 

2 

2 

Sharlston  C.P.  (Infants) 

4 

38 

39 

Sharlston  C.P.  (iMixed) 

8 

122 

85 

Sharlston  National 

2 

24 

24 

Walton  C.P. 

3 

32 

40 

Crofton  C.P.  (Infants) 

3 

43 

49 

Crofton  C.P.  (Mixed) 

5 

86 

56 

Heath 

1 

12 

3 

Warmfield 

2 

26 

15 

Middlestown  C.P.  (Infants) 

4 

60 

5 

Middlestown  C.P.  (Mixed)  ... 

2 

39 

14 

Netherton  C.P. 

5 

72 

17 

56 

705 

473 

Nutrition. 

A 

B  ‘ 

C 

Entrants 

135 

176 

6 

Intermediates 

80 

169 

4 

Leavers 

59 

76 

— 

274 

421 

10  =  7o; 

38.86% 

59.72% 

1.42% 

13 


Cleanliness  Survey. 

No.  of 

individual  Percentage  of 
children  individual  children 


No. 

found 

found 

infested 

School 

examined 

infested 

1950 

1951 

Crigglestone  C.P.  (Mixed)  ... 

184 

'  25 

16.5 

13.5 

Crigglestone  C.P.  (Infants) 

130 

20 

8 

15.2 

Crigglestone  C.E . 

91 

1 

2.2 

1.1 

West  Bretton  C.P . 

46 

— 

— 

— 

Newmillerdam  C.P.  ... 

44 

d 

5 

6.8 

Woolley  Colliery  C.P. 

.  87 

10 

25.9 

11.5 

Woolley  C.E.  ... 

16 

— 

5.9 

— 

Sharlston  C.P.  (Infants) 

157 

13 

9.3 

8.2 

Sharlston  C.P.  (Mixed) 

342 

47 

6.7 

13.7 

Sharlston  National 

101 

10 

6.1 

9.9 

Walton  C.P . 

185 

19 

18.4 

10.2 

Crofton  C.P.  (Infants) 

201 

19 

12.5 

9.4 

Crofton  C.P.  (Mixed) 

283 

36 

12.3 

12.7 

Heath  . 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Warmfield  . 

75 

6 

4.4 

8.0 

Middlestown  C.P.  (Infants) 

83 

1 

5 

1.2 

Middlestown  C.P.  (Mixed) 

140 

21 

9 

15.0 

Netherton  C.P.  . 

142 

14 

12 

9.8 

2347 

245 

Handicapped  Pupils. 

Number  of  Handicapped 

Pupils  examined 

•  t  • 

•  •  •  ^ 

Number  of  Handicapped  Pupils  recommended  for  Special 
School  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••* 


Number  of  Handicapped  Pupils  admitted  to  Special 
School  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  Educationally  sub-normal  pupils  examined  ...  13 

Number  of  Educationally  sub-normal  pupils  recommen¬ 
ded  for  Institutional  Care  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Educationally  sub-normal  pupils  recommen¬ 
ded  for  Special  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Educationally  sub-normal  pupils  admitted  to 

Special  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 

Numl)er  of  Educationally  sub-normal  pupils  recommen¬ 
ded  for  Castleford  Occupation  Centre  ...  ...  2 
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Number  of  Educationally  sub-normal  pupils  reported  to 

West  Riding  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  ...  7 

No.  of  Maladjusted  Pupils  examined  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Maladjusted  Pupils  recommended  for  Special 

School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Maladjusted  Pupils  admitted  to  Special  School  1 

The  work  of  periodic  medical  inspection  was  increased, 
but  barely  covered  the  standard  examinations  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  of  Education.  These  allow  for  no  examina¬ 
tion  between  the  ages  of  5  and  IE  Efforts  have  been  made 
to  cover  the  children  between  these  ages,  but  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  medical  officers  for  the  Division  is  too  low  for  this  to 
be  done  effectively. 

There  appears  to  be  little  change  in  the  results  of  the 
classification  of  children  according  to  their  nutrition.  These 
results  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  figures  showing  the  results  of  head  inspections  show 
fairly  considerable  changes  in  individual  schools  from  year  to 
year.  The  overall  average  of  children  infested  is  10.5  per 
cent,  this  year,  which  is  approximately  the  same  as  last  year’s 
figure. 

Home  Help  Service. 

The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  74 — 
the  same  as  last  year.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
peak  demand  had  been  reached.  It  has  to  be  remembered, 
however,  that  the  winter  of  1951  was  more  favourable  in 
weather  and  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  than  the 
previous  winter.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  there  are 
definite  indications  that  a  heavier  demand  may  be  expected 
in  certain  circumstances.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  however, 
that  the  Rural  District  has  always  used  the  service  much  less 
considering  its  population  than  the  other  two  districts  in  the 
Division.  The  following  table  illustrates  this  point. 


Wakefield 

T?  1 1  1 


Horbury 

Ossett 

Rural 

Population 

7,959 

14,480 

19,230 

No.  of  Home  Help  cases  in 

1951  52 

87 

74 

Expected  number  of  cases 
Elorbury  as  base  line 

taking 

52 

94 

126 

15 


The  following  factors  may  be  concerned : — 

1.  A  different  age  distribution  in  the  population.  This 
must  be  very  slight  if  present  at  all. 

2.  A  lower  incidence  of  illness  in  a  scattered  rural  pop¬ 
ulation.  Again  information  relating  to  vital  statistics 
does  not  suggest  that  this  can  have  a  very  marked 
effect. 

3.  The  service  is  not  so  easily  arranged  from  the  applic- 
cant’s  point  of  view  in  the  rural  district. 

4.  Family  ties  are  stronger  in  the  smaller  village  com¬ 
munities  in  the  sense  that  children  tend  to  stay  in  the 
same  parish  after  marriage,  so  that  relatives  are  more 
easily  available  in  domestic  emergencies  than  in  urban 
areas  where  sons  and  daugditers  tend  to  go  further 
afield. 

Mental  Health. 

There  were  45  mentally  defective  persons  under  statutory 
supervision  and  4  under  voluntary  supervision.  Approxim¬ 
ately  25  were  in  employment  and  three  of  school  age  were  in 
attendance  at  an  Occupation  Centre  in  Castleford. 

Three  patients  were  under  guardianship  and  two  were  on 
licence  from  Institutions  to  the  care  of  their  parents.  In  the 
latter  case,  employment  was  found  for  them  and  both  have 
given  satisfaction  in  their  work  and  behaviour. 

One  patient  whose  parents  were  dead  \^as  admitted  to  an 
Institution  because  she  was  not  receiving  proper  care  at  home. 

Eight  patients  discharged  from  mental  hospitals  have 
been  referred  for  after-care,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  record 
that  half  of  them  are  now  recovered  and  require  little  further 
help  from  the  social  worker. 

Greater  difficulty  was  experienced  in  fitting  the  mentally 
handicapped  into  suitable  jobs  and  in  consequence  one  or  two 
cases  had  to  be  referred  for  National  Assistance. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

Water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  Wakefield  Corporation, 
Dewsbury  Corporation,  Darton  Urban  District  Council,  Kirk- 
burton  U.D.C.,  Royston  U.D.C.,  Hemsworth  U.D.C. 

Seventeen  samples  were  examined  during  the  year,  seven 
chemically  and  ten  bacteriologically.  All  were  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  liability  to  plumbo  solvent  action. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  regard  to  contamination. 

There  are  5,586  inhabited  houses  in  the  district,  of  which 
16  are  not  on  the  public  water  supply.  This  is  because  there 
are  no  mains  in  the  areas  concerned. 

No  houses  are  supplied  from  stand  pipes. 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Extensions  and  new  works  have  been  completed  at 
«  Warmfield  and  Bretton. 

Thirty  privies  have  been  converted  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

(c)  Housing. 

In  spite  of  the  66  new  houses  completed  during  the  year, 
the  general  situation  remains  difficult.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  76  dwellings  overcrowded.  Living  in  these 
houses  were  128  families.  The  number  of  persons  involved 
was  607.  Ten  cases  of  overcrowding  involving  74  persons 
were  relieved  during  the  year,  but  22  new  cases  came  to 
notice. 


V 
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SECTION  D. 

t 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  infectious  Disease. 
Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  (other  than 
tuberculosis)  were  notified  during  the  year : — 


• 

0-1 

1-3 

3-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

Over 

25 

No.  Adm. 

of  to 

cases  Hosp 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

7 

5 

3 

1 

1 

18  9 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

21 

24 

24 

— 

— 

— 

75  1 

Measles 

9 

66 

96 

91 

2  ' 

— 

— 

264  1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

4 

5 

13  1 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

1  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4  — 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6  3 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  account  for  the  bulk  of  the 
cases.  There  was  one  case  of  poliomyelitis. 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  were  notified. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  297  children  received  a  full  immunising 
course,  and  317  children  received  reinforcing  doses. 

The  total  number  of  children  under  15  3ffears  of  age  who 
have  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  is  2,296. 

This  represents  46.4%  of  the  child  population. 
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Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 


The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  th^  year  was  as 


follows : — 

Under  1  year 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

28 

1-4  years  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

23 

5-15  years 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

4 

15  or  over  ...” 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

61 

26  persons  were  re-vaccinated. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  were  notified 

as  follows ; — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

10 

8 

18 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

1 

2 

11 

9 

20 

The  following  cases  were  removed 

from 

the  Register 

during  the  year  : — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

6 

3 

9 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

— 

1 

7 

3 

10 

Cases  remaining  on  the 

Tuberculosis 

Register  at  the  end 

of  the  year  were : — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

44 

21 

65 

Non-Pulmonary 

9 

15 

24 

53 

36 

89 

19 
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WAKEFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  of  the 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  1951. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hepplestone,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  respectfully  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1951. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


E.  HEARD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Notices  and  Correspondence. 


Statutory  Notices  served  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Sec.  19) 

„  „  (Sec.  24) 

(Sec.  269) 

,)  ))  »)  J)  V  ^ 

(Sec.  93) 

a  j>  >>  5)  .  c  ' 

(Sec.  47) 

),  )>  )»  ij  ^ 

(Sec.  277) 

Housing  Act,  1936  (Sec.  168) 


No.  of 
)> 

JJ 

>) 

JJ 

n 

>> 

„  Informal  Notices 

M 

„  Letters  sent 
„  Informal  Notices 


Factory  Act,  1937 

Housing  Act  . 

Public  Health  Act 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 


(Sec.  12) 

— 

(Sec.  11) 

2 

(Sec.  9) 

2 

. 

...■  37 

...  141 

... 

...  505 

688 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  Sanitary  Committee 

Number  of  nuisances  outstanding  1951  . . 

Number  of  abated  on  service  of  Statutory  Notice  (Public 
Health  Acts) . 

Number  abated  before  Statutory  Notice  was  served  . 

Number  of  reported  nuisances  outstanding  1951  ...  . 

Houses  Erected,  1951 


(U 


C 

o 

4-1 


^ 

.r: 

m  u  u  u 


c 

o3 


<u 


c 

o 


o 


c: 

o 


2 

13 

yd 

S 

j- 


(U 

cn 

u 


< 

H 

O 

H 


Private  Enterprise 
and  Subsidy  ... 

By  the  Council 
under  1936  Acts 
Houses 


«1  l__  —  —  1—  _  —  —  3 


32 

16  — 

_  _  12  —  — 

6  —  —  66 

33 

17  — 

—  —  12  1  — 

6  —  —  69 

Total 


Inhabited  Houses 


Parish  Houses 

Chevet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  H 

Crigglestone  ..."  ...  ...  ...  ...  1395 

Crofton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  895 

Newland-cum-Woodhouse  ...  ...  ...  7 

Notton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

Sharlston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  820 

Sitlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  IHO 

Walton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  409 

;Warmfield-cum-Heath  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Bretton  West  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Wintersett  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Woolley  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  319 


Total  5586 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area 


General  District  Inspection 

245 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

372 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ... 

38 

iMeat  Distributing  Centres 

V 

72 

Interviews  and  Appointments  in  District 

522 

Investigations  of  Complaints 

274 

Ice  Cream  Shops  ... 

6 

Petroleum 

24 

Inspections  of  Works  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances 

77 

Drain  Testing  ...  ... 

233 

Shops 

154 

Inspection  of  Houses 

777 

Refuse  Tips 

251 

Salvage 

215 

Bakehouses 

12 

Factories 

40 

Rats  and  Mice 

106 

Other  Visits 

325 

Fish  Shops 

22 

Water  Samples 

12 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

51 

Homeworkers  Premises 

— 

3828 
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CD 
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3J 
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53 

H-l 

W 
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^1 

1 

1 

1- 

1— ‘ 
-P 

1 

1 

1 

1 

00 

1 

Eavespouts  repaired 

ts) 

O 

#■ 

S  1 

OJ 

ON 

H-* 

GO 

ON 

O 

4^ 

1 

O 

Oo 

1 

j)ilapidations  repaired 

^1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

H— * 

1 

Swine  removed 

K.I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

H- ^ 

1 

Accumulations  removed 

^1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

h- * 

1 

Yards  dirty  cleansed 

uJ 

H-* 

1 

t\) 

ts) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Yards  paved 

52  1 

1— ‘ 

1 

tN) 

ts) 

MD 

H-* 

bO 

1 — >■ 

1 

)— » 

(O' 

1 — ‘ 

o 

1 

Plaster  work  repaired 

S  1 

Oo 

1 

tN) 

ts) 

l>0 

O' 

H-* 

bJ 

(GO 

1 

1 — > 
O' 

H-* 

o 

1 

House  floors  repaired 

tl 

1 

1 

1 

1 

00 

H-A 

to 

(GO 

1 

VO 

h-* 

1 

House  roofs  repaired 

c^l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

)- 

1 

1 

1 

ts) 

ts) 

1 

Houses  damp 

-1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

W.C.  soil  and  vent  pipes  rep’d 

1 1 

tN) 

1 

CO 

00 

H- » 

4^ 

GO 

O 

GO 

O 

1 

1 

bo 

h- * 

OS 

4^ 

1 

New  ashbins  provided 

1  ool 

tN) 

1 

1 

-P- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ts) 

1 

Ashpits  repaired 

1  -1 

1  . 

1  - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 — ' 

1 

Ashpits  replaced  with  bins 

1  g  1 

4)^ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

K) 

GO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Go 

1 

Privies  converted  to  W.C’s 

1  IN)  1 

l>s) 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

[ 

1 

I’ail  closets  provided 

I  S  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1— * 

1— ‘ 

H-* 

1 

1 

1 

H-* 

(Ss 

1 

W.C’s  provided 

1  ^  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

K) 

bO 

H-* 

00 

1 

1 

4^ 

Os 

1 

Water  closets  repaired 

1  IN)  1 

tN) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Water  conductors  repaired 

I  N)  1 

1 

1 
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1 

1 

1 

i 

1 
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1 

Sink  wastes  repaired 

1  ^1 
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1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Inspection  chambers  built 

1  IN)  1 

1 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ts) 

1 

Gully  traps  affixed 

1  ^  1 

tN) 

1 

1 

Oj 
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Ln 

GO 

i 

VO 

1 

Stopped  drains  cleansed 
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1 

Drains  found  defective 
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IMPROVEMENTS  AFFECTED  1951. 


Disinfections. 


Disinfections  are  carried  out  by  workmen  specially 
trained  for  this  work  and  the  method  adopted  is  spraying 
with  Formaldy-hyde  and  Formalin  Lamps.  During  the  year 
49  disinfections  were  carried  out  by  this  method.  In  the  case 
of  verminous  houses,  de-infestation  is  done  by  spraying  with 
a  special  insecticide  and  fumigation  with  sulphur  candles. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  for  use  in  houses  where  a 
case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  and  where  Tubercul¬ 
osis  patients  reside.  Stores  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants 
are  situated  in  each  of  the  Townships  and  supplies  are  issued 
on  the  production  of  a  note  signed  either  by  myself  or  the 
disinfector. 

The  following  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  1951  : — 


DISEASES 
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Private  Dwelling 

Houses  ...  11  18  2  1  —  16  —  —  —  149 

Schools  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Day  Nursery  ...  —  —  —  —  —  — -  —  —  —  —  — 

Maternity  Homes  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

TOTAL  11  18  2  1  —  16  —  —  —  1  49 


The  result  of  the  disinfections  for  zymotic  diseases  has 
been  very  satisfactory  and  no  secondary  cases  have  occurred 
that  c(^ukr  be  traced  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  method  adopted. 

The  total  number  of  houses  disinfected  for  tuberculosis 
during  the  year  was  11. 
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Disinfestation. 

16  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  during  the 
year. 


Food  and  Drugs. 

No  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during 
the  year. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

During  the  year  14  persons  held  licences  authorising  the 
use  of  the  Special  Designation  Tuberculin  Tested/’  and  one 
person  held  a  licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Desig¬ 
nation  ‘"Accredited.” 

Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  to  three  dealers 
outside  the  district  authori-sing  them  to  use  the  Special  Des¬ 
ignation  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  in  relation  to  milk  sold  within 
the  area. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

During  the  year  15  persons  held  licences  authorising  the 
use  of  the  Special  Designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  in  relation  to 
milk  sold  by  them  in  this  district,  and  7  persons  held  licences 
authorising  them  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Sterilised  ” 
in  respect  of  milk  sold  by  them  in  this  district. 

Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  to  dealers  operating 
from  premises  outside  the  district  authorising  4  such  dealers 
to  use  the  Special  Designation  ”  Pasteurised  ”  in  relation  to 
milk  sold  by  them,  and  1  dealer  using  the  Special  Designation 
“  Sterilised  ”  in  relation  to  milk  sold  by  him  in  this  district. 


Milk. 

22  samples  of  milk  produced  at  farms  in  the  district  were 
submitted' for  biological  examination,  3  of  which  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  ‘ 


s 
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Food  Condemned,  1951. 

1  Pig-^ — Febrile. 

741bs.  of  Picnic  Luncheon  Meat. 

1  16oz.  tin  Fessa  Meat  and  Gravy. 

1  12oz.  tin  Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 

1  12oz.  tin  D.A.K.  Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 

1  15oz.  tin  Montrose  Casserole  Rabbit. 

1  14oz.  tin  D’ellassio  Tomatoes. 

3  13ioz.  tins  Glen  Peas. 

1  tin  Vink  Strawberries. 

1  tin  IXL  Bartlett  Pears  (11b.  14ozs.) 

2  221bs.  2oz.  tins  D.A.K.  Ham. 

1  3 libs,  tin  D.A.K.  Tongue. 

1  12oz.  tin  Luncheon  Meat. 

1  14oz.  tin  Ham. 

Sflbs.  of  Danish  Butter. 

1  tin  16ozs.  Waverley  Brand  Carrots. 

3  7oz.  tins  Baked  Beans  in  Tomato. 

1  tin  pints  Farmers  Brand  Condensed  Milk. 

1  tin  21bs.  4ozs.  La  Belle  Tinned  Tomatoes. 

1  tin  2  pints  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk. 

2  tins  16ozs.  Golden  Glory  Beans  in  Tomato! 

5  7oz.  tins  of  Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 

^  1  31b.  tins  of  Lanationale  Luncheon  Meat. 

1  8oz.  tin  French  Luncheon  Meat. 

6  loz.  boxes  of  Sailing  Fancy  Processed  Cheese. 

1  41b.  tin  of  K.F.  Pork  Luncheon  'Meat. 

1  tin  Ye  Olde  Oak  Ham  (151bs.  llozs.) 

1  tin  Homburg  Pork  Luncheon*  Meat  (7ozs.) 

1571bs.  Sugar. 

19^1bs.  Margarine. 

13  Family  Size  Kellogs  Cornflakes. 

11b.  Scott’s  Porridge  Oats. 

541bs.  Tea. 
lib.  Marmalade. 

71bs.  Cofifee  and  Chicory. 

13  tins  Danish  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  (lib.  13ozs.) 

1  tin  Danish  Pork  Brawn  (11b.  13ozs.) 

10  tins  Kamchatka  Salmon  (15  1/2  ozs.) 

12  tins  Group  1  Salmon,  product  of  U.S.S.R.  (IS^ozs.) 

1  16oz.  tin  Picnic  Ham. 

2  tins  Meat  and  Gravy  (20ozs.) 

3  tins  Plums  in  Syrup  (llb.-ldozs.) 

1  tin  Bartlett  Pears  (11b.  12ozs.) 
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1  tin  Golden  Plums  in  Syrup  (11b.  13ozs.) 

1  tin  Wheat  Sheaf  Evaporated  Milk  (IJ  pints) 

1  tin  R.D.  Condensed  Milk  (2  pints) 

1  tin  161bs.  Boneless  Cooked  Shoulder  Ham. 

1.  7oz.  tin  Luncheon  Meat. 

5  tins  Peas. 

3  tins  Baked  Beans. 

1  31b.  tin  South  African  Shoulder  Ham. 

i 

In  the  distri-ct  there  are  27  fish  friers.  The  conditions 
at  these  premises  vcere  found  satisfactory. 

Petroleum  and  Like  Substances. 

37  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum. 
There  were  no  accidents  during  the  year  and  no  contraven¬ 
tions  of  the  Petroleum  Act  discovered. 


Canal  Boats. 

There  are  no  canal  boats  registered  in  the  district.  Canal 
boats  worked  in  the  district  are  chiefly  day  boats  on  which 
there  is  no  sleeping  accommodation.  These  boats  pass 
through  several  districts  on  their  journeys. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  Total  number  of.  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Plealth  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state 'so  dangerous  dr  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not-to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


309 

■r.. 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  the  service 
of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  169 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend¬ 
ered  ht  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners .  31 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Plealth  Acts  :— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  aftfer  service  of  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  section  11  of  the  Blousing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  4 

D.  — Proceedings  under  sections  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under  ground 

rooms  in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil 
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Sanitary  Conveniences. 


;Water  Closets 

4908 

Covered  Privy  Middens  ... 

448 

Open  Privy  Middens 

20 

• 

Tub  or  Pail  Closets 

94 

Ashbins 

4506 

Scavenging. 

The  total  cost  of  house  refuse  collection,  cleansing  of 
cesspools  and  collection  of  waste  paper,  rags  and  bones,  was 
£9,058  6s.  5d.  throughout  the  district  during  the  period  1st 
April,  1951,  to  31st  March,  1952.  The  income  to  the  Cleans¬ 
ing  Department  for  waste  paper,  rags  and  bones,  and  for  work 
done  to  Private  Cesspools  was  £1,542  5s.  lOd.,  this  gives  a 
net  cost  of  cleansing,  including  cesspools,  of  £7,516  Os.  7d. 
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